CHAPTER    XVII

SWITZERLAND   (SCHWEIZ,   SUISSE   OR  SVIZZERA)

MOUNTAINS influence every phase of Swiss life. The Alps and the
Jura formed the natural ramparts which enabled the sturdy and liberty-
loving peasants to defy the armies of Austria and Burgundy and
achieve independence for their tiny cantons. The rich pastures, found
in the valleys and on the Alpine slopes, have encouraged the develop-
ment of a dairy industry, which is the leading phase of Swiss agricul-
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ture. The abundant power generated from the rushing mountain tor-
rents is the only important industrial resource of Switzerland, and has
aided the nation in achieving its present high degree of industrializa-
tion. The possession of important Alpine passes has caused the country
to be crossed by numerous transportation lines which have improved
its economic position. Each year the beauty of the snow-capped peaks
and forest-bordered lakes attracts thousands of tourists whose'ex-
penditures play an important part in the national economy. Truly
Switzerland is a product of the mountains.

It is incorrect, however, to use this nation as a typical example of
man's response to a mountainous environment. An unusually favorable
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